In this issue, Andrew Lamer looks at the life of Caleb Hillier Parry (p. 189). Parry was a true product of the Enlightenment. The inscription on his memorial in Bath Abbey (p. 217) alludes to his 'shrewd investigation in the understanding of nature', for practising and researching medicine was only part his life. He was an active naturalist, he experimented in physics and animal husbandry, he was a collector and amassed a large library, he had a wide circle of scientific friends, he was a prolific author and to support his lifestyle he worked extremely hard and speculated in land.! Among his interests were natural history and in particular geology, a passion he shared with his friend Edward Jenner . Parry avidly collected fossils, sometimes with Jenner, which, it was proposed, should lead to the publishing of a Systematic Arrangement of the Fossils of Gloucestershire but the book was never written.
In 1783 the Montgolfier brothers flew the first hot air balloon at Annonay in France. Parry designed and made his own balloon as well as the apparatus to manufacture the hydrogen with which he filled it. He constructed two silk cones joined together with a common base of 17 feet. The upper cone was three feet high and the lower five and a half feet, the whole holding some 72 cubic feet of gas. He released it in front of a crowd from a lawn in Royal Crescent, Bath, on 15 January 1784. The balloon flew for more than an hour and landed 19 miles away, west of Wells.
His mother died in 1786 and with his inheritance Parry bought land just outside Bath. By repeated purchases this grew to a farm of over 150 acres, which in 1807 held 443 sheep and 216 lambs. Here systematically he studied the husbandry of Merino sheep in an effort to improve the quality of their wool. He crossed Merino rams with Ryeland ewes and so successful was the experiment that the excellence of his fleeces won prizes at the Bath and West Society's shows for several years and, in recognition of his 'eminent services', the Society presented him with its Bedfordian Gold Medal in 1817. Parry published many papers on this work, notably 'An Essay on the Nature, Produce, Origin and Extension of the Merino Breed of Sheep' (1807). His experimental mind also led him to use sheep for medical experiments. He ligated the carotid arteries in some rams and then slaughtered them a year later to demonstrate the production of anastomoses.
Bath was experiencing a building boom in the 1780s and Parry bought land in Camden Crescent, from whose ground rent he received a steady income. In 1788 he built Summerhill on the outskirts of town, which became the large main family home, and he enlarged the estate as parcels of land became available. The medical centre of Bath was the Circus, and in 1800 Parry bought number 27, from which he conducted his lucrative and fashionable practice. A plaque outside commemorates his living there.
In his prime, Parry was earning some £300-£600 a month and so it is not surprising that, as well as possessing a farm and two houses, he built up an impressive library of over 4000 volumes. These books, which are of medical, natural history and general interest, are now deposited in Bristol University Medical Library.
In 1778, Parry married Sarah Rigby, the daughter of the keeper of Warrington Academy, where Parry was educated. Her brother Edward (1747-1821) became Mayor of Norwich and surgeon to the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital. He wrote An Essay on the Uterine Haemorrhage, which precedes the Delivery of the Full Grown Foetus (1775), which elegantly described placenta praevia for the first time. Just as Parry experimented with sheep, Rigby, a friend of the pioneer agriculturalist Thomas Coke of Holkham (1747-1814), experimented with crops at his own farm at Framingham Earl near Norwich, in whose churchyard Rigby is buried. He was very close to his brother-in-law and it is said that he dedicated his Suggestions for an Improved and Extended Cultivation of the Mangel Wurzel to Parry. Tonbridge, Kent, UK (email: docjford@aol.com) Glaser S. The Spirit of Enquiry: Caleb Hillier Parry MD FRS. Stroud: Alan Sutton, 1995 
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Quackery and scientific medicine in Georgian England
Two papers in the Journal of Medical Biography, one in this issue (Lamer, p. 189) and the other in the last (Booth, p. 155), provide interesting glimpses into the lives and times of medical practitioners who flourished as the 18th century gave way to the 19th: the former on Parry and Jenner, and the latter on Haygarth and Perkins.
The quack is Benjamin Perkins, and Booth gives a good account of his activities and his downfall at the hands of John Haygarth, whose life he also describes. Haygarth had been physician at the then new Chester Infirmary but had retired to practise in Bath, where he carried out what may have been one of the first single-blind clinical trials. His publication in 1800 completely discredited the so-called metallic tractors that Perkins was so enthusiastically using and, indeed, selling.
Apart from their each practising in Bath between 1798 and 1816, the newly introduced technique of
